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WHEN THE VESSEL NEEDS TO BE FILLED

There are seasons when the words simply don't
come.

You sit with a blank page in front of you. You
pray. You think. You search your heart for
something meaningful to say, but nothing seems
to rise to the surface.

For the first time in a long time, | found myself
there.

An empty page. A tired body. A quiet mind.

And one simple question: “Lord, what do You
want me to write?”

For the past few days, my body has felt weak. | have been tired physically,
mentally and emotionally, crying in silence and many times did not know why |
cried, coughing and struggling with my usual strength. And perhaps, without
realizing it, | was looking at my weakness and wondering how | could possibly
pour anything out when | felt like | had so little left inside me.

But as | prayed, something began to settle in my spirit.

Perhaps this month's message was never supposed to come from a place of
having all the answers.

Perhaps God wanted me to write from the place of surrender.

Perhaps He wanted to remind me, and someone reading this, that sometimes
the vessel has to stop pouring and allow itself to be filled.

We spend so much of our lives pouring into others.
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HYBRE KIVEDO BELLAIRS

WHEN THE VESSEL NEEDS TO BE FILLED
Sometimes God calls you to stop pouring and let Him pour
into you.

“But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the
surpassing power belongs to God and not to us.” — 2
Corinthians 4:7




HYBRE KIVEDO BELLAIRS

There are seasons when the words simply don't come.

You sit with a blank page in front of you. You pray. You think. You search
your heart for something meaningful to say, but nothing seems to rise
to the surface.

For the first time in a long time, | found myself there.

An empty page. A tired body. A quiet mind.

And one simple question: “Lord, what do You want me to write?”

For the past few days, my body has felt weak. | have been tired
physically, mentally and emotionally, crying in silence and many times
did not know why | cried, coughing and struggling with my usual
strength. And perhaps, without realizing it, | was looking at my weakness
and wondering how | could possibly pour anything out when | felt like |
had so little left inside me.

But as | prayed, something began to settle in my spirit.

Perhaps this month's message was never supposed to come from a
place of having all the answers.

Perhaps God wanted me to write from the place of surrender.

Perhaps He wanted to remind me, and someone reading this, that
sometimes the vessel has to stop pouring and allow itself to be filled.
We spend so much of our lives pouring into others.

We pour into our marriages.

Our children.

Our families.

Our friendships.

Our churches.

Our workplaces.

Our ministries.
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Our communities.

We encourage everyone else. We pray for everyone else. We carry
everyone else's burdens.

And sometimes, without even realizing it, we become so accustomed
to pouring that we forget something very important:

The vessel needs to be filled too.

The Vessel Was Never the Source

Paul says something in 2 Corinthians 4.7 that has always humbled me:
“We have this treasure in jars of clay” Not gold. Not silver. Not
something expensive or impressive. Clay. Ordinary.

Fragile. Breakable.

A clay vessel doesn't get the glory for what it carries.

The treasure does.

And perhaps that is one of the most beautiful things about serving
God.
He knows exactly what we are made of. He knows our limitations.

He knows the mornings when we wake up with strength and the
evenings when we have none left.

He knows the days when we encourage others while quietly asking Him
to strengthen us too.

He knows the prayers we speak aloud and the prayers that never make
it past our tears.

He knows when our smile is genuine and when we are simply trying to
make it through the day.

And still, He chooses to use us. Not because we are extraordinary. But
because He is. That distinction matters.
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Because sometimes we can become so focused on being strong for
God that we forget we were never called to be God.

We were called to be His vessel. And a vessel doesn't have to
understand everything. It doesn't have to be perfect.

It doesn't have to be strong every minute of every day.

It simply has to remain available to the One who fills it.

When The Vessel Is Empty

“He restores my soul.” — Psalm 23:3

We often see emptiness as something negative. An empty bank
account. An empty house. An empty chair. An empty calendar. An
empty page.

An empty heart. We immediately want God to fill it.

But what if there are moments when God allows us to experience
emptiness because He wants us to discover what, and Who, can fill us?
There is a difference between being empty and being abandoned.
There is a difference between being tired and being forgotten.

There is a difference between being weak and being useless.

And there is a difference between having nothing left in yourself and
having nothing left in God.

You may run out of strength, but God does not.

You may run out of words, but God does not.

You may run out of answers, but God does not.

You may even reach the point where all you can whisper is:

“Jesus, help me” And heaven understands that prayer. Sometimes
surrender doesn't sound powerful. Sometimes surrender sounds like a
whisper.
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Sometimes faith doesn't look like standing on a mountain shouting, “I
believe!”

Sometimes faith looks like lying awake and saying:

“Lord, I don't understand this, but | still trust You.”

That is faith too.

Sometimes You Have To Stop Pouring

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you
rest” — Matthew 11:28

This is the part | believe someone reading this needs to hear.

We have been taught to keep going. Be strong. Keep pushing. Don't
give up. Keep serving. Keep showing up.

And there is certainly a place for perseverance.

But there is also a time when God says:

“Come away with Me.” Even Jesus withdrew to quiet places. Even
Jesus rested. Even Jesus spent time alone with the Father.

So why do we sometimes believe that we must constantly pour
ourselves out without allowing God to replenish us?

Perhaps we have confused being available with being constantly
exhausted.

Perhaps we have confused serving with never stopping.

Perhaps we have confused strength with never admitting that we are
tired.

But there is no shame in needing to be filled.

www.gobigpublications.com Page 8



HYBRE KIVEDO BELLAIRS

The woman who always prays for everyone else may need someone to
pray for her.

The person who encourages everyone else may need encouragement.
The one who carries everyone else's burdens may need permission to
put hers down.

The person who keeps saying, “I'm okay,” may finally need to whisper:
“Lord, I need You.” And there is no shame in that prayer. None.
Because we were never designed to be the source of our own strength.
God is our source.

What If Rest Is Also An Act Of Faith?

“Be still, and know that | am God.” — Psalm 46:10

Perhaps we need to change the way we see rest.

Rest isn't laziness. Rest isn't giving up. Rest isn't weakness. Sometimes
rest is trust. When you rest, you are acknowledging:

“God, the world will continue without me controlling everything.”
“God, | trust You with the things | cannot carry today.”

“God, | don't have to solve everything before | sleep.”

“God, You are still God when | am not working.”

Notice the order. Be still. Then know.

There are things we may never recognise about God while we are
constantly running.

There are whispers we may never hear while surrounded by noise.
There are wounds we may never acknowledge while constantly caring
for everyone else.

There are prayers we may never pray because we are always too busy
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praying for everyone else.
Sometimes God doesn't need another performance from us. He simply
wants our presence.

God Can Use You While You Are Still Healing

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” — 2 Corinthians 12:9

There is another lie we sometimes believe:

“Once | am completely healed, completely strong, completely
restored and completely sorted out, then God can use me.”

But Scripture tells us something very different. God has always used
imperfect people. Moses had excuses. David had failures. Peter denied
Jesus. Elijah became exhausted and discouraged.

Paul carried a weakness he repeatedly asked God to remove.

And yet God still worked through them. The Bible doesn't hide their
humanity.

It shows us what happens when imperfect people place their lives into
the hands of a perfect God.

Perhaps that is why | am learning to stop being ashamed of my own
weakness.

Not because weakness is something to celebrate.
But because weakness can become the place where God's strength

becomes undeniable.

Paul wrote:
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“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.”

Read that again. Not despite weakness. In weakness.

There are things God can teach us when we are strong.

But there are also things He can only teach us when we finally realise
that we cannot do everything ourselves.

Sometimes God has to bring us to the end of our own strength before
we discover the beginning of His.

The Page Doesn’t Have To Be Full

Perhaps you are reading this and your own life feels like an unfinished
page.

Maybe you don't know what the next chapter looks like.

Maybe your marriage is in a season of rebuilding.

Maybe your family needs restoration. Maybe your finances are
stretched. Maybe your body isn't cooperating with your plans.

Maybe you have buried someone you loved and you are still learning
how to live around the empty space they left behind.

Maybe you have prayed for something for so long that you no longer
know what to say.

Or maybe you simply feel tired. Not rebellious. Not faithless. Just tired.
If that is you, | want you to hear this:

You don't have to have the whole story figured out to trust the Author.
When | think about my own writing, | know that | cannot see the entire
story from one page.

| only see what is in front of me.

God sees the manuscript. | see the sentence. He sees the chapter. | see
the delay. He sees the destination. | see the weakness.
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He sees what He is producing through it.

And that is why | have to surrender my pen again and again.
Because sometimes | want to write the ending myself.
Sometimes | want to tell God how the story should unfold.
Sometimes | want Him to answer my prayer in the way | imagined.
But faith says:

“Lord, You are the Author. | will trust You with the page.”

Don't Despise Your Quiet Season

“When you pass through the waters, | will be with you.” — Isaiah 43:2
Maybe October doesn't need you to be louder. Maybe it needs you to
go deeper.

We live in a world that celebrates constant productivity.

Do more. Achieve more. Post more. Speak more. Build more. Become
more.

But God sometimes says: Be still. There is revelation in stillness. There
is healing in stillness. There is surrender in stillness.

And there are things God can whisper in the quiet that we would never
hear in the noise.

Perhaps your quiet season isn't evidence that God has forgotten you.
Perhaps it is where He is teaching you to recognise His voice without
all the noise around you.

Perhaps the closed door isn't rejection. Perhaps it is protection.
Perhaps the delay isn't denial. Perhaps it is preparation. Perhaps the
emptiness isn't punishment. Perhaps God is making room.

We don't always know. And that is where trust begins.
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What Is In Your Hand?

There is a beautiful moment in Exodus 4 when God asks Moses:

“What is that in your hand?” Moses answers: “A staff” Something
ordinary. Something he already had.

God didn't ask him what he wished he had.

He asked him what was already in his hand.

And God used it.

| wonder how often we miss what God wants to do because we are
looking at what we don't have.

“I don't have enough.” “I'm not strong enough.” “I'm not educated
enough.” “lI don't have the platform.” “I don't have the money.” “I|
don't have the confidence.”

“I don't know enough Scripture” “l don't have the right words.” But
perhaps God is asking: “What is already in your hand?” A testimony. A
prayer.

A listening ear. A Bible. A story. A song. A kitchen table. A phone call.
A hug. A word of encouragement. A willingness to serve. A heart that
still says yes.

Never underestimate what God can do with something surrendered.
Five loaves and two fish fed a multitude. A shepherd boy faced a
giant. A widow's small amount became provision. A mustard seed
became a picture of faith. And a clay vessel can carry treasure. God
doesn't need what you don't have.

He can use what you place in His hands.
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You Are Allowed To Receive

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you
rest” — Matthew 11:28

Perhaps this is the part of the message we don't hear often enough.
We know how to give. But do we know how to receive? We know how to
pray for others.

But can we allow someone to pray for us?

We know how to encourage. But can we receive encouragement
without feeling guilty? We know how to carry. But can we let someone
carry us? We know how to serve.

But can we sit at the feet of Jesus?

There comes a time when the cup we have been using to pour into
everyone else must be placed down.

Not because we don't love them. Not because we don't care. But
because even the vessel needs water. Jesus said:

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you
rest.”

He didn't say: “Come to Me when you have fixed yourself” He didn't
say: “Come when you are strong.” He said: “Come.”

That invitation is still standing. So come. Come tired. Come weary.
Come confused. Come disappointed.

Come with your unanswered prayers. Come with your tears. Come with
your questions. Come with your empty vessel. Just come.

So, Lord, Here Is My Yes

Maybe this article began with me saying: “Lord, | don't know what to
write.” And perhaps His answer was: “Then write from here.” From the
tired place. From the honest place.
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From the surrendered place.

From the place where you know that without Him, you cannot do this.
And perhaps someone reading this needed exactly that reminder too.
You don't have to pretend. You don't have to have it all together. You
don't have to understand every season. You don't have to know what
tomorrow holds. You only need to know Who holds tomorrow.

“He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases
strength.” — Isaiah 40:29

So if you are tired today, rest.

If you are grieving, bring your grief to Him.

If you are confused, ask Him for wisdom. If you are weak, lean into His
strength.

If you have nothing left to give, place the little you have into His
hands.

And if you don't know what to pray, start with:

“Lord, here | am.” Sometimes that is enough.

Because the God who called you knew exactly what He was calling.

He knew every weakness. Every failure. Every tear. Every unanswered
question. Every mountain. Every valley.

Every season when you would wonder if you were still capable of
being used.

And He called you anyway.

The Vessel Can Be Tired and Still Carry Treasure

As | close, | don't want you to remember me.

| want you to remember Him.

Because if there is anything worthwhile in these words, it did not
originate in me.
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| am clay. | am still learning. Still growing. Still surrendering. Still being
shaped. Still needing grace.

Still discovering what it means to trust God when | cannot see the
entire picture.

But | know this: The treasure is real. The Potter is faithful. And His
grace is still sufficient.

So perhaps this October is not about asking God to make us stronger
so that we can continue carrying everything ourselves.

Perhaps it is about asking Him to make us more surrendered so that we
stop trying to.

Maybe the prayer isn't:

“Lord, make me strong enough to do this alone.”

Maybe the prayer is: “Lord, teach me to depend on You.”

Because when the vessel is empty, the Potter has not finished.

When the page is blank, the Author has not stopped writing.

When the road is unclear, God has not lost the way.

And when you feel like you have nothing left,

remember Who you belong to. You are not the source. You are the
vessel.

And sometimes the most faithful thing you can do is stop pouring and
let God pour into you.

Put down the cup you have been carrying for everyone else.

Sit at the feet of Jesus. Let Him restore what life has emptied. Let Him
strengthen what has become weak. Let Him speak where you have
become silent.

Let Him fill what you have spent so freely.

Because you are still His vessel, even when you are empty.
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And perhaps the greatest privilege of all is not being seen for what
we carry.

It is knowing that when God pours through our lives, the glory goes
back to Him.

A Prayer for The Weary Vessel

Father,

Here | am.

Not pretending to be stronger than | am.

Not pretending to have all the answers.

Not pretending that every day is easy.

| bring You my tiredness, my questions, my weakness and my
unfinished pages.

Fill the places in me that only You can fill.

Teach me not to depend on my own strength, but on Yours.

When | cannot see the way forward, remind me that You can.

When | have no words, hear my heart.

When | feel empty, remind me that You are still my source.

When | have spent myself pouring into others, teach me to sit still
long enough to receive from You.

Help me to understand that rest is not failure and receiving is not
weakness.

Use my life, not for my glory, but for Yours.

Let everything | say, write, do, and become point people back to
Jesus.

And when | am tempted to take credit for what You have done
through me, remind me that | am only clay carrying a treasure that
belongs to You.
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You must increase.

| must decrease. My life is Yours. My story is Yours. My words are
Yours. My future is Yours. My strength is Yours.
My empty places are Yours.

And whatever You choose to write on the pages ahead, | trust the Author.
In Jesus' name, Amen.
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THE GOSPEL MESSAGE;

SPREADING THE GOOD NEWS!

HAVE-YOU ACCEPTED JESUS

CHRIST? ’
THE GOSPEL MESSAGE

Romans 3:23 ESV
"For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,"

The abovementioned verse is an extremely well used verse and many
people know it and can even quote it off by heart, but the significance of it
is the reality that every single person needs to contemplate.

If you have not accepted Jesus as your Personal Saviour yet or are thin king
about it, you have to start here. The reality of your sin problem cancels and
disqualifies you from the very presence of God and this bars you from
eternal Life. Your choices are simple here, either an eternity with God or an
Eternity without God. | would think that the logical answer would be an
Eternity with God. Why? Well let's look at this:
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This is the reality of a choice that omits Jesus as your Personal Saviour -

= Everlasting Punishment
= Destruction

= Shut Out

= No Godly Presence

= And no Glory at all

This is not something to take lightly and by the way this is not scaring
you into making a false decision, God is love, thus we as His followers are
love, this means if | say | have the love of God, it is my duty to tell you the
truth and point you into the right direction.

So in looking at the sin problem and the reality of this, what is the
answer then? Let's look at this:

What a wonderful solution to an immense problem, God has made a way
and in making the way He has also made it very clear that this is the only
answer to the problem. You have to accept Jesus His Son in order to
obtain Eternal Life and ward off all the destruction and other bad things
spoken about in the previous Bible verse.

It also makes it very clear that this can only be done through JESUS
CHRIST His Son, there is no other way to salvation or Eternal life other

than through Jesus, NONE!

Let's look at this too:
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John 1:12-13
"But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the
will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God."
NASB

Wow! Just look at this, not only do we get Eternal Life but we become
Children of God. The impact of this is massive as it speaks to the fact
that we now belong to the family of God and receive the benefits of

being part of a family, and not just any family but a royal family (1 Peter
2 vs 9).

So in looking and understanding all of this, How do you accept Jesus as
your Personal Saviour?

Romans 10 vs 9-10
"that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in
your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10
for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and
with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.”
NASB

Let me just make one point very clear before we look at the above
verses, your salvation cannot be obtained by good works, you cannot go
to Heaven or be part of God's family because you are a good person, or
you do good deeds, No! The Bible makes it clear, if you want to accept
Jesus as your Personal Saviour then it gets done on the basis of two
things. These two things are critical because it will also help you on your
work with the Lord and attain righteousness and a life pleasing to God.

Firstly, you have to confess with your mouth that Jesus is your Lord, this
is very important because by your confession God will know and people
in the world will know. This is significant because one does not hide a

light under a bowl. Everyone must see and hear that you are a child of
God.




And secondly you must believe in your heart, with your whole being and
understanding that Jesus was raised from the dead and is alive and is
your only Saviour.

So if you have read all of this and the Holy Spirit is directing you to
accept Jesus as your Personal Saviour please pray the prayer on the next
page, God loves you so much.
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ACCEPTING JESUS IS EVERYTHING!

PRAYER FOR SALVATION

Dear Lord Jesus,

| understand that | am a sinner and in need of desperate
saving, The Bible tells me clearly that the only answer is for
me to confess with my mouth and believe in my heart. | am
now confessing with my mouth that | am accepting You as
my Personal Saviour and believing in my heart that you are
alive and well and dwelling within me. Thank you for the
gift of the Holy Spirit and the fellowship of other Believers
and allow me please to follow in your footsteps. Amen!

Wow! Congratulations if you have just prayed this prayer,
and know that you are now part of the family of the
Kingdom of God. Please tell someone about your decision,
prayer all the time and read and study your Bible. Find a
Holy Ghost, Bible preaching church and join.

Please let us know if you have made this decision and allow
us to point you in the right direction.

info@gobigpublications.com
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